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About the S OLIDARan project

• T he s olidarity economy compris es an array of very

divers e initiatives and movements focus ed on

creating and practicing alternative ways of living,

producing and cons uming (Bauhard 2014) and thus

als o on trans forming the dominant economic

s ys tem.

• T his includes practices s uch as community-

s upported agriculture, workers ’ cooperatives , urban

gardening, eco villages , ethical financing,

alternative currencies , LET S , fair-trade initiatives

and others (including open s ource initiatives !).

S olidary ecological farmers ʼ market  in P ula.
P hoto by courtes y of Mr. Nenad Kuftić



Main res earch ques tion and objectives

• T o unders tand the different and often mutually

exclus ive conceptualizations of s olidarity in the

contemporary moment, new forms of communities

of practice and new ways of imagining

communities , as well as perceptions of the

s olidarity economy as a way of creating a utopia of

recons truction.

• T o unders tanding the proces s ual nature and the

multiple intra- and intergroup dynamics among the

actors of the s olidarity economy, as well as to the

theoretical cons ideration of the important

anthropological concepts of s olidarity, reciprocity

and community.

• T he applied objective of the project cons is ts in

developing a model (guidelines ) for the

implementation of elements of the s olidarity

economy into public policy.

• S trong advocacy as pect (engaged anthropology)

(Beck and Maida 2013).



Methodology in S OLIDARan project

• S emi-s tructured in-depth 
interviews  

• Ethnographic obs ervation
• Content analys is  (of both 

interview trans cripts  and 
archival data

• Participant obs ervation 
(where pos s ible)

Qualitative

• Online s urvey among the 
s tudents  about the 
perception of s olidarity 
economy

• US EFUL GUIDANCE!
• DARIAH ELDAH Cons ent 

Form Wizard (CFW)! 
• https ://cons ent.dariah.e

u/node/2

Quantitative

https://consent.dariah.eu/node/2


Ethical cons iderations , or
how S OLIDARan project manages  the data

Ethical Board of the Ins titute for Anthropological Res earch approved the

• P ropos ed res earch data management s ys tem
• Informed cons ent created for the S OLIDARan project 

Your personal data collected through this research interview will be used exclusively
for scientific purposes. The data from your interview can be used (in the form of quotes
or isolated statements) during the dissemination of research results by all
collaborators on the project: in scientific papers, books or during conference
presentations on presentations or posters. If you want to remain anonymous, your
name and surname will not be mentioned anywhere, and your anonymity is guaranteed.
In that case, you can choose a pseudonym from the database (catalogue) of personal
Croatian names that will be offered to you. The audio recording of the conversation
and/or the transcript of the interview can, if you wish, be delivered to you by e-mail or
to your home address.

The audio recording of the research conversation will be stored in the main
researcher's computer and in the Audio Materials Database of the Institute of
Anthropology. Transcripts of the conversation (coded information about the
interlocutor, the code book will be with the research manager) will be printed and
stored in the Database of Qualitative Research of the Institute of Anthropology under
the project number. Also, the transcripts of the research interview will be available for
use only by collaborators in this research, with the aim of conducting scientific
analyses.



Informed cons ent - S OLIDARan

I want my data to remain anonymous during the above-mentioned form of use 
(please mark the desired answer)

YES     NO

If the answer is YES, I want the following pseudonym from the offered catalog of Croatian names to be used in 
addition to the statements and data I provided to the researcher:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to receive an audio recording and a transcript of the conversation after the research has been 
conducted (please mark the desired answer)

YES    NO

If the answer is YES, please indicate the e-mail address to which you would like to receive the materials, 
considering that we are unable to send the audio recording by post.

e-mail address:__________________________________________________________________

Home address (in this case, only a printout of the conversation transcript is sent by mail):

_________________________________________________________________________

With my signature, I confirm that I am informed about the goals, advantages and risks of this research, that I 
agree to participate in it, and that the above-mentioned approved ways of using my data and statements in the 
dissemination of the research results are correct.



Ethical problems  with S OLIDARan interlocutors

regarding anonymity

• Majority of the interlocutors did not opt for the anonymity at

all.

• However, s ome interlocutors opted for anonymity or did not

want to s ign informed cons ent at beginning (eg. ex-drug

us ers who are now members of certain cooperatives , women

engaged in s ocial entrepreneurs hip taking care about the

elderly or dis abled individuals ).



Ethical problems  other res earchers  and or 

ins titutions  face regarding anonimity

• Majority of the interlocutors opt for the anonymity in

res earch dealing with vulnerable group (eg. migrants ,

women engaged in care-indus try, members of LGBT Q

communities , women des cribing their IVF experiences …).

• However, s ome interlocutors opted for anonymity even if

they are not members of any vulnerable group, they s imply

do not want their s tories to be recognizable not now not in

the future.



S ome potential problems  with making 
all the ethnographic and anthropological data 
available in open acces s

Confidentiality In the proces s  of ethnographic res earch is  created 
between res earcher and interlocutor. 

Protection of dignity S ome res earch include vulnerable groups  or people 
who reveal delicate pers onal data. 

Granting anonimity S ometimes  the only way for the interlocutor to s ign 
the informed cons ent. 

Protection of dignity S ome res earched communities  are s mall and 
interlocutors  recognizable even after anonymization. 

Preventing potential 
data abuse

T he interlocutor can not be s ure who and how will 
us e the data in the open acces s . 

Researcher privacy? Ethnographic interview is  a convers ation, where the 
res earcher als o can reveal private data. 



Parts  of the Ethical codex of Croatian Ethnological S ociety

• Bas ed on the s pecifics  of the dis cipline, cons ent to participate in res earch can be given in writing, orally, or in other ways  

acceptable in the community. Res earch participants  are protected by anonymity, unles s  otherwis e mutually agreed between 

the res earcher and res earch participants .

• In the res earch, it is  neces s ary to ens ure the confidentiality of the total data and to inform the participants  in a timely manner 

in cas e of changed circums tances  (which violate the confidentiality of the pers onal data of the res earch participants ).

• T he participants  in the res earch mus t firs t be familiarized with the topic, goal, methods , purpos e and funding of the res earch 

and with the expected way of us ing the res earch res ults .

• It is  neces s ary to familiarize res earch participants  with the implications  of the res earch, es pecially thos e that carry potential 

ris ks  for the pers on or the res earched community.

• When us ing the material and publis hing the res earch res ults , it is  neces s ary to as s es s  the pos s ible harmful effects  on the 

community of the res earched and the wider s ocial community.

• T he res earcher is  obliged to s tore and ens ure adequate pres ervation of materials  res ulting from s cientific res earch; with every 

s cientific res earch project, it is  neces s ary to think through and define the forms  of us e of the material in accordance with the

goals  and purpos e of the project, as  well as  the methods  of s torage and the time of pres ervation of the material. Public us e of 

materials  is  defined by individual ins titutional and archival regulations  on the protection of materials  and the privacy of 

res earch participants , and the res earcher is  obliged to prevent pos s ible mis us e of materials .

https ://hrvats koetnolos kodrus tvo.hr/o-nama/eticki-kodeks /

(J une 6th 2013)

https://hrvatskoetnoloskodrustvo.hr/o-nama/eticki-kodeks/


S olutions ?

• Informed cons ent s hould continue to clearly s tate how the data will be us ed in the future.

• Informed cons ent s hould include the option for interlocutor to forbid open acces s  to the 
data (trans cripts  and audio files ) even after the anonymity is  granted.

• Optional: time-limit to acces s (?).

• Combination of FAIR and CARE principles  for all res earch participants .

• Funding agencies  s hould incorporate this  ethical principle into their ques t for making a 
more open s cience.



FROM: Carroll, S .R. , Herczog, E. , Huds on, M. et al.  Operationalizing the CARE and FAIR P rinciples  for Indigenous  data futures . S ci Data 8, 108 (2021).  https ://doi.org/10.1038/s 41597-021-00892-0

FAIR

Findability, Acces s ibility, Interoperability, and Reus e of digital as s ets .

CARE

Collective benefit, Authority to control, Res pons ibility, and Ethics



Concluding remark

If we ins is t on applying FAIR principles  exclus ively on data management,

ethnologis t and cultural anthropologis t

might end up collecting

FAIRy T ales

from the interlocutors !



thank you!
http:/ /solidaran.inantro.hr/en/home_page/

olga.orlic@ inantro.hr

http://solidaran.inantro.hr/en/home_page/
mailto:olga.orlic@inantro.hr
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