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Encyclopedia
• The term encyclopedia is generally

thought of as indicating a device
which systematically organizes
knowledge of a known, or
knowable world (Featherstone and
Venn, 2006)

• In the digital age a professionally
edited online encyclopedia enables
systemic and reliable orientation
within the ever-increasing amount
of data and information
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Encyclopedia in the digital age
Functionality and usability of encyclopedias are enhanced enormously − 

facilitated  distribution, accessibility and usage of encyclopaedic knowledge

Digital technologies changed the epistemic configuration of encyclopedias − ways
of preparing, organising and presenting encyclopaedic knowledge are 
transformed (continuous updating and expanding of the content is enabled, as 
well as for collaboration between the content providers and users)

Tranformation of encyclopedias into platforms (or portals) for knowledge
dissemination, sharing and networking − new concept of encyclopedias in the
digital realm
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Professionally edited open access national
encyclopedias

Contribute to raising the level of public knowledge in the user’s mother
tongue

Provide a connection between experts and average citizens, acting as an
important science communication tool − as such should be at the core of
the knowledge infrastructure of any modern society

Play an important role in the struggle against misinformation and
disinformation provided by unreliable digital sources of knowledge
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The Miroslav Krleža
Institute of 
Lexicography

• Public institution of special
interest for the Republic of Croatia
(founded in 1950)

• Only Croatian institution that is
systematically engaged in
lexicography and encyclopedistics
− the professional as well as the
research discipline within the field
of information and communication
sciences
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The Miroslav 
Krleža Institute 
of Lexicography

• Mission – to systematise, preserve and communicate 
knowledge in the broadest span of fields and disciplines  

• More than 400 published volumes of encyclopaedias, 
dictionaries, lexicons, bibliographies and other editions
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First Institute’s digital editions

Lexicon of Economy CD_ROM 
(1995)

Croatia Tourist Guide CD_ROM 
(2000)

Pocket device World-Traveller - 15 
language translator (1998)
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Institute’s digital transformation (since 2008):

 Digitisation and online publishing of archival print editions

 Publishing of the constantly updated online general encyclopedia

 Transformation of specialised encyclopaedias into encyclopaedic 
portals
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Digital and 
digitised open 
access content:

• Content online:
More than 270 000 open 
access encycopedic
entries

• In 2022:
More than 15 million 
pageviews
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Portal znanja / Portal 
of Knowledge
enciklopedija.lzmk.hr

• Since 2008 archival print 
editions are being digitised

• Collection of digitised
encyclopedic content was 
launched in 2009

• 10 digitised editions
• 130 000 articles 
• Digitisation of archival 

editions – ongoing project
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Redesign of Portal of Knowledge – end of 2023
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Hrvatska enciklopedija / 
Croatian Encyclopaedia
enciklopedija.hr

• Institute’s fundamental edition

• General encyclopedia with a focus on 
Croatia

• Online edition was launched in 2013

• Based on the print edition published in 
11 volumes from 1999 to 2009, authored 
by over 1000 external experts

• Contains more than 71 000 articles

• Constantly updated and expanded 

In 2022:

9 565 117 visits

12 962 864 pageviews PUBMET2023, Zadar, 13-15 September 2023,



Hrvatski biografski leksikon / 
Croatian Biographical Dictionary
hbl.lzmk.hr

• Institute’s fundamental edition and 
permanent programme of the national 
culture

• 9 volumes (A-Marj) since 1983

• 8 printed volumes are digitised and made 
available online

• Digital version is updated with over 200 
biographies of prominent individuals (Lo-
Ž)

• In total 12 000 articles
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Hrvatska tehnička enciklopedija
Croatian Encyclopaedia of 
Technology / tehnika.lzmk.hr

• Published simultaneously as a print and 
digital edition - Portal of the Croatian 
Technology Heritage 

• 1st volume published in 2018, 2nd in 
2022

• Contains more than 2000 articles
• Constantly updated and expanded
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Search

Infobox:

• Highlighted
information
about the
topic (brief
content
overview with
basic
information
about the
article)

• Rich metadata
source for 
internal and
external
networking

Additional
information:
• Additional

reading
• Recommended

literature
• What to visit?
• Did you know?
• Web links
• From the

Institute’s
archive

Browse by:
• Subject
• Category
• Alphabetic

order

• Author
• Published
• Updated



Studia lexicographica:

• Interdisciplinary journal of 
lexicography and encyclopedistics
launched in 2007

• Publishes papers from all fields of 
research, especially the 
humanities and social sciences, 
that correspond to lexicography 
and encyclopaedistics as a branch 
in the field of information and 
communication sciences in 
Croatia.

• studialexicographica.lzmk.hr/sl
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Publicly available repository of encyclopaedic
knowledge

 Systematisation and dissemination of scientifically verified knowledge, as well as 
popularisation of results of scientific research

 Possibilities of linking to the digital data and collections of other research and
cultural institutions serving as the important component of digital knowledge
infrastructure

Encyclopaedic portals could represent a new concept of encyclopaedias in the
digital realm by serving as platforms for data networking and sharing, a sort of
'junction points' that connect diverse digital content on a specific topic
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Collabortive efforts of the Miroslav Krleža 
Institute of Lexicography:
Europedia (2008)

DARIAH-HR (since 2015)

Znameniti.hr (since 2017)

EminentPeople (2017-2018)

Time Machine (since 2018); Time Machine Organisation (since 2020)

Stronger together: Building visible and sustainable online encyclopaedias for free access to reliable 
knowledge in an era of post-truth and propaganda (2019)

InTaVia: In/Tangible European Heritage (since 2020)

European and North American Encyclopedia Network (since 2022)

CroFacta (2023-2025)

Croatian Initiative for Open Scholarly Books (2023)
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Reform of Research Assessment:

Key elements of the research assessment policies that could contribute to 
the academic recognition of encyclopedias: 

 Acknowledgment of the diversity of scientific outputs (both in formats and 
languages)

 Providing open access to publications

 Contributing to the societal impact of research
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Thank you for 
your attention!

Nataša Jermen
The Miroslav Krleža Institute of
Lexicography
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